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communist countries like Vietnam or
China.

Here is the problem with that
premise. In each of those cases, the
President engaged with Congress in a
serious conversation and debate about
the best path forward. A plan was de-
veloped, serious concessions were
agreed to, and each nation mutually
benefited from these meaningful ac-
tions.

Unfortunately, in the case of Cuba,
President Obama has again decided to
cut Congress out of the process and act
alone with no real plan to accomplish
his stated goal. This approach is the
wrong way for our government to oper-
ate, and it has once again resulted in a
bad deal.

Columnist Charles Krauthammer put
it best when he said:

Do you know how to achieve a break-
through in tough negotiations? Give every-
thing away.

Mr. Speaker, I can’t help but ask
what reforms Cuba will make as a re-
sult of this deal. Let’s not forget that
this is the same Cuba, under the same
regime, who during the cold war had
nuclear missiles on their soil aimed at
the United States of America.

This is the same Cuba that refuses to
let the church operate freely. This is
the same Cuba that worked with Ven-
ezuela and North Korea against the in-
terests of the United States. This is the
same Cuba that has been accused again
and again of egregious human rights
violations. Nothing has changed in
those areas at all, and the Castro
brothers are still in power.

Now, there is a path forward for im-
proved diplomatic relations and ending
the trade embargo. The Castro regime
must go. Political activity must be le-
galized. Public commitments to free
and fair elections must be made. An
independent judiciary must be estab-
lished. Rights to free speech and free-
dom of the press must be guaranteed.

Cuba must renounce the policy of
being a staging area against the United
States. Political prisoners must be
freed, and the Cuban citizens must be
treated with respect and dignity and be
provided with the basic freedoms we
often take for granted here in the U.S.

Under those conditions and with a
President willing to work with Con-
gress, the embargo could be lifted and
progress could truly begin.

Mr. Speaker, I find myself once again
coming to this floor to implore Presi-
dent Obama to abandon his ill-con-
ceived, independent executive action
and, instead, come to the Capitol, work
with this Congress, share ideas, and
collaborate; and together, we can make
a real, positive impact on behalf of the
American people.

———

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF
HEALTH FUNDING
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 5 minutes.
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call the Congress’ attention to
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what I think is our most important
issue we face as a Congress and as a
people, and that is preserving Amer-
ica’s greatest asset, which is the health
and lives of our citizens.

In doing so, I request, as I have done
on many occasions, that my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle join me in
adequately funding our Nation’s other
department of defense—coequally im-
portant—the National Institutes of
Health.

Yes, the Department of Defense is
important, and we fund it more than
adequately, more than they even ask
for, and it protects us from ISIS and
others that caused the great tragedy in
Paris and has caused terror and havoc
in Great Britain, Australia, and Can-
ada and that I am sure will come to our
shores sooner than we expect, but the
National Institutes of Health protects
us from disease, disease that threatens
every American and every American’s
loved one.

The sequestration has cut billions
from NIH’s budget, and that is our
country’s foremost medical research
center. It has helped billions of people
across the country and across the
world who suffer from heart disease,
cancer, HIV/AIDS, diabetes, Parkin-
son’s, Alzheimer’s, you name it, but we
have inadequately funded the NIH.

It has not kept up with the level of
inflation over the last decade. Based on
that level of inflation, the funding we
have given the NIH has resulted in a 10
percent diminution in funding on the
purchasing power of the National Insti-
tutes of Health.

The likelihood of any one of us dying
from a terrorist attack or from some
weapon fired from North Korea or Rus-
sia or Iran is very slim, but the odds of
us suffering from the diseases which I
have mentioned previously is likely in
our loved ones. We need to fight those
diseases. We can do it, and we can suc-
cessfully come up with treatments and
cures if we fund the National Institutes
of Health.

Supporting the NIH used to be a bi-
partisan commitment, especially see-
ing that every dollar invested results
in about $2.21 in economic growth. I
hope that this new American Congress
will see that and that my Republican
colleagues will agree with me that we
need to put a focus on our individual
capital, the personal capital of people,
their health and their well-being.

I talked to Representative MARINO
recently, and he is going to join me in
founding an NIH caucus. I think there
is nothing more important. In the past,
many times, when I have brought up
funding for the NIH, friends on the
other side have said: ‘“Well, we will
have to pay for it. If we put more
money in it, then our children and
grandchildren will be paying for the
debt for years to come.”

That may be true, but nevertheless,
the children and the grandchildren will
be receiving the benefits of the treat-
ments and cures more likely than any
of us will, for research takes a long
time.
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We also need to change our course in
stem cell research. We have had prob-
lems with allowing scientists to use
this opportunity to come through with
great medical breakthroughs.

Federal funding is currently prohib-
ited by the 1996 Dickey amendment to
the appropriations bill that funds the
NIH, but researchers around the world
have dived headfirst into the field
using stem cells and producing incred-
ible findings and progress.

In 2010, a gentleman named Darek
Fidyka, a Polish man, was stabbed
multiple times in a knife attack, and
he was paralyzed from the chest down,
but thanks to stem cell research in Po-
land, in collaboration with researchers
and doctors there and in the United
Kingdom, Darek can now walk again
with the help of a walker.

Dr. Geoff Raisman, the chair of neu-
rological regeneration at University
College London’s Institute of Neu-
rology called this development—and I
agree with him—‘‘more impressive
than man walking on the Moon.”
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We allowed a man who couldn’t walk,
couldn’t stand to walk, and more will
come from that research on stem cells
and other scientific research. Darek
otherwise would have been paralyzed
for life, and now he is walking again
thanks to private investment in stem
cell research, but the government
needs to participate.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for this Con-
gress to adequately fund the National
Institutes of Health, recognize its im-
portance to our constituents who are
important to us, and whose lives and
health are the most important things
that we can provide for them. It is time
this country no longer turns a blind
eye to research, and to stem cell re-
search in particular. I urge my col-
leagues to seize the opportunities of-
fered by this new Congress and join me
in the efforts to fund the National In-
stitutes of Health and to join the Na-
tional Institutes of Health Caucus.

——————

FIXING THE HEALTH CARE
SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. COSTELLO) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, it is an exciting honor to ad-
dress the people’s House for the first
time.

The 114th Congress carries with it a
great opportunity to address the chal-
lenges our Nation faces. One priority of
the new American Congress is fixing
our broken health care system. We
have all heard from small businesses
and companies who have been forced to
lay off workers due to the President’s
health care law, consequently slowing
innovation that drives our Nation and
slowing the pace at which that innova-
tion can improve public health out-
comes for all Americans.

This week I am proud to cosponsor
H.R. 160 that will repeal the medical
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device tax. In southeastern Pennsyl-
vania, innovation, investment, and jobs
at companies such as Neuronetics and
Fujirebio Diagnostics are at risk be-
cause of this nearly $30 billion tax
hike. There are almost 600 medical de-
vice companies that employ over 20,000
Pennsylvanians in good, high-paying
jobs. Due to this excise tax, we have
seen thousands of jobs lost nationwide.
If we fail to act, we are on track to see
thousands more lost.

With my colleagues, I look forward
to passing this legislation with bipar-
tisan support.

————

ISSUES CONFRONTING CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
there are a number of issues that are
confronting this Congress as it returns
to serve the American people here in
the United States Capital. What a won-
derful place of democracy and freedom.
It gives me a sense of ownership on
these values on behalf of my constitu-
ents in celebration that we live in a na-
tion that admires and respects and
finds a way to disagree without being
disagreeable but, more importantly,
that we understand that violence
against one another is not the solution.

Tragically, I stand to mourn with the
people of France as they have experi-
enced a heinous terrorist act, the first,
I believe, in a decade that follows the
tragedies in Canada and Australia. So
we have to define ourselves in some-
what of a different way. The com-
mentary indicated, How would we
know?

As a senior member of the Homeland
Security Committee, I challenge all of
us to say we have to know. We must
find a way to balance our civil liberties
and the respect for our Constitution
with protecting the American people,
and in a two-road process, try to hinder
those who would come to do this vio-
lent harm on our soil. But more impor-
tantly, we have to begin in a societal
confrontation through diplomacy on
stopping the radicalization of young
people using sources such as the Inter-
net. It is real and we must address it.
I look forward as a member of the
Homeland Security Committee to
begin looking legislatively and point-
edly at how we address this question to
protect the American people.

I want to step aside for a moment
and just speak on two local issues.

RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL, HOUSTON

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
Riverside Hospital, Houston, quite dif-
ferent from my earlier comments, is a
local hospital in my community found-
ed by the family of a deceased World
War I veteran. It has a special place in
the hearts of African Americans be-
cause it was the only hospital where
Negroes could go in the 20th century. It
has fallen on difficult challenges.

And so my question and my inquiry
is to the new, incoming Governor for
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the State of Texas, Governor Abbott,
to find value in this medical facility
because of its historic relationship. It
once housed the only outside
posttraumatic stress disorder center in
Houston outside of the veterans hos-
pital system. It was well attended by
veterans who loved the idea of a center
that was away from the massive hos-
pital system. It serves people who are
poor in the neighborhood and seniors.
It has helped those who suffer from
substance abuse, and I believe that it
needs and desires and deserves a new
start.

I will be working with a variety of
agencies to do that, and will not be
ashamed that unfortunately tragic or,
let me say, misbehavior of some caused
this unfortunate turn in this hospital.
Its history is worth saving. I thank the
Cullinan family, whose son died in
World War II, for providing the initial
funds for us to be able to have this
Negro hospital.

SALUTING WHEATLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
then I want to salute Wheatley High
School and those who have attended it.
It was named after Phillis Wheatley. It
was an African American high school
in the great city of Houston in the fifth
ward. Two of its many graduates were
the late Congressman Mickey Leland
and late Congresswoman Barbara Jor-
dan, and obviously many other great
Americans who went to that high
school.

Unfortunately, the original Wheatley
High School—over the valiant efforts
of Wheatley graduates because ‘‘every-
thing new’ seems to be the direction
we want to go—was torn down. But I
believe there is a way to find common
ground, and I am going to encourage
HISD to meet with these valiant
former alumni to find a common path
of preserving that history in the new
school and bringing the community to-
gether.

We look forward to meetings forth-
coming, for HISD to lend a hand out to
people who want to preserve history, to
tell the story of a school that was built
in 1927 out of a material that in fact
actually lasted. And when African
Americans could not go to any other
school, when those who went off to
World War II and Vietnam couldn’t go
elsewhere, they had the Wheatley High
School that sits proudly in the fifth
ward. There is a Wheatley High School
that was modernized, but the original
building of terra-cotta material—so
beautiful if you had seen it—could have
been restored.

I would like to stand here and say
don’t condemn those who wanted to
hold that piece of history alongside of
educating children today and give
them the kind of technology they need-
ed. We can do this together. I want to
salute those who fought hard, and we
can find a common path by working to-
gether.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPRECIATION DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in strong support of our Na-
tion’s law enforcement professionals—
the first responders, the Capitol Police
here in the Nation’s Capital who keep
us safe here, and those who answer the
call of duty to serve and protect, fami-
lies and friends throughout our great
Nation.

Just after 7 p.m. on Sunday, Decem-
ber 14, Baltimore police officer Andrew
Groman and his partner made a routine
traffic stop outside a west Baltimore
gas station. Moments later, three shots
were fired from the backseat of the car,
one striking Officer Groman in the ab-
domen, just below his bulletproof vest.

As other officers chased the suspect,
Officer Groman’s partner rushed him to
the hospital where he was forced into
emergency surgery. His family was
called in from Pennsylvania to be by
his side. You see, Officer Groman is a
Bucks County native. His family still
lives in my congressional district. A
former Bucks County volunteer fire-
fighter, Officer Groman had moved to
Maryland to continue his service, this
time in law enforcement.

While I am happy to tell you he is re-
covering well, it is terrible to think
that he just as easily might have been
killed in the line of duty, attacked
while performing his duty, which was
his passion to serve and protect, con-
juring names from our area like Daniel
Faulkner, Brian Gregg, and Brad Fox,
who also gave the ultimate sacrifice.

While Andrew’s Bucks County roots
bring the story close to home for many
in my district, the sad truth is that we
know the service and sacrifice of law
enforcement officers is a dangerous,
and sometimes deadly, job and one
that, sadly, often goes underappre-
ciated.

Our Nation’s blue line, the first re-
sponders, local, State, and Federal po-
lice and law enforcement professionals,
often represent the height of both her-
oism and humbleness. While I take
every opportunity I can to meet with
and to hear from those who protect the
communities in which we live, I am al-
ways left wishing that there is more to
be said than a ‘‘thank you.”

This week we are proud to partici-
pate in Law Enforcement Appreciation
Day, the effort of a number of
partnering organizations committed to
raising awareness and showing appre-
ciation for the more than 780,000 offi-
cers who serve and protect our neigh-
borhoods, friends, and families nation-
wide. This week, on National Law En-
forcement Appreciation Day, there is
opportunity for all of us to show our
support for those who wear blue and to
recommit ourselves to the ideals and
laws of our Nation that they are tasked
to uphold. Together we can address the
challenges our Nation faces head-on
without partisanship, division, or hate.
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